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THE SUNLAND TRIBUNE 
 
First issue of the original The Sunland 
Tribune, appeared March 2, 1876, 
Thomas K. Spencer, Publisher, Dr. John 
P. Wall, Editor. 
 
The name of The Sunland Tribune was 
changed to The Tampa Tribune, March 
1, 1883. 
And it was in The Sunland Tribune of 
Jan. 19, 1882, that the need for a Tampa 
Historical Society was first noted 
publicly. Under a major headline, 
TAMPA SHOULD HAVE A 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY, the 
newspaper reported Judge J. G. Knapp 
of Hillsborough County as follows: 
 
"Ponce de Leon landed at Tampa Bay 
and started his march through the 
wilderness in search for the Fountain of 
Youth. This is one reason why Tampa 
should have a Historical Society. 
 
"We reflect - how long will it be before 
not a vestige of the history (of our past) 
will remain, unless snatched from 
irretrievable loss by the men and women 
of the present day." 
 
Eighty-nine years later, in 1971, the 
Tampa Historical Society was, indeed, 
formed with Tony Pizzo the first 
president. 
 
In 1973 when Hampton Dunn created a 
Journal for the Society, he named it, 
appropriately, The Sunland Tribune. 
 
